The Great Economist Conference
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What is the purpose of the conference?

The purpose of the conference is to understand the ideas that make up economics as we know it by studying the life and works of some of the most influential economic and social thinkers of the past.  Though separated in some cases by hundreds of years, the ideas of these men still resonate in the debates of economists and politicians today.  Of course, these economists were not the only great minds on the subject.  However, they stand out as unique thinkers or representatives of broader currents which were important in the development of economic thought.  They never had a chance to come together in a conference room – until now!  We will bring them together and see how they agree and disagree.  And let the ideas with the most merit win the day! 

Conference members:
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Raghuram Rajan
   Amartys Sen

       Paul Krugman

Steven Levitt
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Grading will be based on numerous categories. 

1. How well you managed your Weebly page (rubric below) – 35 points

2. How well you performed during the in class debate (rubric below) 30 points
3. How active and insightful were you in commenting on other pages and in responding to those made on your own page? (rubric below) – 10 points

Weebly Page Rubric
	Criteria 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accurate presentation of your economist
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Life and influences section is complete
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Major publications and ideas shown
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Influence on field of economics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality/depth of written materials
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Readability and understandability
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stylistic strength and general “look” of webpage
	
	
	
	
	
	


In Class Debate Rubric
	Criteria 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General stylistic presentation of your economists views
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Accuracy of information presented
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Persuasiveness of oral arguments
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Stayed in character throughout
	
	
	
	
	
	

	clear, concise and thoughtful challenges and rebuttals lobbied
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Divided time evenly among team members 
	
	
	
	
	
	


Response Rubric
	Criteria 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Made at least one in-character comment on each page demonstrating understanding of opposing views
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Response to comments left on your page accurately reflect your characters viewpoints
	
	
	
	
	
	


Economic Summit Agenda
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The Economic Summit will begin with a brief introduction by each of the economists.  The introduction should include: name, year born, main positions held, brief summary of what you are famous for.  The time limit for the introductions is two minutes.  After that, the moderator will begin by posing one of the following questions:

1. What is the proper role of government in the economy?
2. Are people inherently focused on their own self interest?  How can we make sure selfish individuals don’t create havoc or trample on the rights of others?

3. Where do you think human society is headed over the next 100 years?

4. How would you handle the environmental problem mankind faces today?

Initial answers should not exceed 60 seconds.  This will give time for challenges/questions and rebuttal.  In no case should a challenge/question or a rebuttal exceed 60 seconds.  So think clearly about the kinds of questions you might get and how you should best respond.  One good sentence can better answer questions than 5 sentences of rubbish!
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John Maynard Keynes
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Adam Smith
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Thomas Malthus





�








Joseph Stiglitz
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David Ricardo 
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Karl Marx
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Frederic von Hayek
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